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will appear that Mr. Ayyar has only partially used the
materials available in the Greek accounts of India. He
has tried with great difficulty to identify Dionysos with
Ikshwaku and has entirely ignored Heracles whose
identification with Hari or Shrikrishna is so apparent,
He has also tried to make profit out of Garga's statement
" that after the destruction of the Greeks at the end of
the Yuga seven powerful kings will reign in Oudh,"
and maintains that the Kali-age, which even Garga
admits,- began with the Mahabharata war, was to last
for only a thousand years and ended with the expulsion
of the Greeks from India in about 150 B.C. It cannot
be believed that Indian astronomers, who have always
taken 1,200 divine years as the duration of the Kali-
age (a divine day being equal to an ordinary year),
ever believed that the Kali-age was only to last for 1,000
human years. The ingenious meaning which Mr. Ayyar
has assigned to the famous shloka of Varaha Mihira
' Shaddwika Pachadwiyutah' cannot be accepted and
was not known to Kalhana. We have indicated above
the chief points where Mr. Ayyar's theory seems to be
pregnable and the limits of this work do not allow us
to enter into a detailed discussion of his arguments.
To take a resume : the Mahabharata war has always
been taken in India at least from 3001 B.C. as the begin-
ing of the Kali-age and Shrikrishna is a central
figure of the war. The fixing of the date of the Maha-
bharata war, therefore, is the same as fixing the date of
Shrikrishna and the beginning of the Kali-age. The
Mahabharata war appears to have been fought when the
Shatapatha Brahmana was being composed. From